
Perry Hill School PTO 

Meeting Minutes: February 12, 2018 — 6:30 – 7:30 PM  
by Bruna Salvio, Corresponding Secretary 
 

• Call to Order 
 

• Presidents’ Report (Cindy Kavasansky) 
Thanks to Mrs Williams for supporting the walk a thon and for all staff for attending and freezing their buts 
off.  Kids had a great time, we were apprehensive going in and it worked out great, can certainly make 
tweaks in the future. 
 
We don’t have a hospitality chair – next event is staff breakfast on the Friday the 15th.  We need someone 
to coordinate the event with parents, etc for donations and items needed.  We would like one or two 
parents to help with this committee. Also, we need to make sure that all chairs and room sponsors are paid 
PTO members.   
 

• Principal’s Report (Mrs. Williams) 
Walk-a-thon was great, wasn’t sure what was going to happen, we did it on a Wednesday when the staff 
normally stays late anyway.   Mr. G emceed it, really ran things and it really went well.  Kids were well 
behaved, it was a success.  We raised 4100.00.  Pickup was smooth as well, went like clockwork.   

 
Veterans day, we had a really nice assembly.  Mark Bilotta spoke, great committee put together a 
wonderful program.  All kids sang God Bless the USA to end the assembly.  This Wednesday and Thursday 
and 5th graders will participate in the STEP PROGRAM : STUDENT TOOLS EMERGENY PROGAM.  Public 
Safety director and PS officer will come in and help teach the kids how to prepare for some emergencies, 
such as hurricanes, etc.  Kids will also get a kit to take home. 
 
Report cards come out Friday, notifications will go out and the report grades will be on Infinite Campus, 
hard copies will be sent out only upon request.  5 -8 will be going o to a GPA scale.   Honor roll will change 
as well, grades will be based on the 5 cores.  District will also be doing it.  Conferences will be on Monday 
the 20th or the 30th.  Slots fill up quickly.  We are also doing an hour or so on the 29th.  Net Tuesday and 
Wednesday are early dismissal days as well as Dec 1st.   
 
Dec 22nd will be the holiday parties, last day of school before the break. 
 
Question, will electives count towards the GPA?   
Answer, in 7th grade they will start to count except for gym. 
 
Brain Challenge was a great success also. 
 
Holiday parties, no pizza per Mrs. Williams we’ll do a bagged lunch and goodies. Room sponsor committees 
will communicate to the room sponsors using sign up genius to solicit donations, etc.  Mrs. Williams will 
talk to cafeteria about being open that day for anyone to buy lunch or kids can bring their own. 
 

 
• Treasurers’ Report (Christina Puttock & Dena Renda): 

Walk-a-thon will be added to line item for budget.   Reiterated the protocol for deposits and check requests 
– may send a reminder out.  We did fall short of our goal on the walk-a-thon so we will be discussing 
another fundraiser in the spring to make up for that, maybe Otis Spunkmeyer or Mixed bags.  
Question raised about the budget, and balancing with specific question about book fair, we elected to take 
some scholastic dollars and some in cash.  The membership dues income will be listed on the net budget 
for next PTO meeting. CK feels more confident that we will be able to balance the budget as the year goes 
along. 
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• Teacher Representatives’ Report (Deb Keller, Sandra Morrill, & Kristin Supan): 

Thanks for all of the fundraising efforts, the brain challenge, the walk a thon was great.  Reiterated that 
everyone was a bit apprehensive but there was really nothing to worry about, it went so well.  Ms. Crosby:  
Everyone helped, teachers were great kids really had fun.  Clubs are going well, great feedback so far. 

 
• Old Business: 

• Funraising (Kristine Re) 
$4,068.00  Raised for Walk a thon, talked about doing it earlier in the school year.  Online donations 
were axed at the last minute.  Working on others for the spring as mentioned above.  Discuss selling 
pretzel rods during conferences. Student leaders enjoyed making the posters for the pens.    Looking 
for some volunteers to help during the conferences with the pretzels.  Book fair did well, thank you to 
all the parent volunteers.  Took 2k in cash and 3262 in scholastic dollars.  We had close to 300 ppl for 
the Brain Challenge.  One great thing to keep in mind is that we used high schoolers to help out and 
they earned community service hours. 

 
• Boxtops (Yelena Kiely & Andrea Palmieri): 

$774.50 was collected from this collection but we also had a balance, so will be receiving $1,899.40 
from box tops. 

 
 

• New Business: 
• Walter Dunn talks about International night, Sunnyside had a decent amount of people in attendance.  

He can help coordinate the event, it would be great for the kids.  It isn’t a fundraiser, he won’t explain 
why something like this is a good idea.  Would like to know if something like this can be done.  
Someone mentioned that some other schools already do this.  Maybe we can look in to who does it 
and do something to honor everyone’s cultures by making food, wearing cultural clothing, bringing in 
items.  We are open to it, request to the dad to get the flyer Sunnyside uses and give to Cindy to look 
over to see if it could work here. 

 
• Dr. Clouet, thanking everyone for being here.  The budget process is set to begin.  Group called 

Shelton Empowers, a community anti drug council, with students involvement as well.  Grant 
request was turned down but they will be submitting another.  We will be having events to discuss 
many different aspects of the drug problem, including many things that are very common and 
right under our noses.  We want to have these welcoming events that are all about protecting our 
children. 

• We managed to get thru relatively unscathed, leaves most of our budget intact.  The deficit 
situation in CT did not go away and we will be back in this position again soon. He thinks the time 
has come to think about raising some revenue in the district.  We are one of the lowest pupil 
expenditure in the state.  We are pretty much at the very bottom in the education listing.  What 
would a half mil raise in taxes look like?  This will be a worthwhile discussion to have with the 
board of alderman.  What is the plan to get our kids from K thru 12 and what are we doing to 
prepare them and give them the skills they need? We need to up the value and monetary 
expenditures that are spent on our kids.  We need to make sure the board of alderman hear our 
concerns. We would like to have budget workshops to see what the board of Ed is thinking about 
or throwing around some ideas, and maybe we can invite some of the board of alderman to our 
meetings.   The average age of the BOA just dropped about 26 years.  We have new members and 
some of them might be more interested in having some of these discussions.  We should be able 
to discuss expenditure, where money can come from and where money is being returned.  Reach 
out to alderman, email them, give them a call.   



Perry Hill School PTO 

• Dr. Clouet thinks we could be in the top 25% of the education quality ranking for the state.  We 
are currently I the top third but we are reaching a breaking point versus per pupil spending being 
so low. 

• Maybe we can host this type of meeting in January or February at the school?  Mrs. Williams said 
she will definitely discuss this with him further.  We get 6 million dollars from the state for 
education.  If this is cut, we would certainly need to either make huge cuts or find other ways to 
raise this money. 

• A question was raised about why we have so many early dismissal days, Dr. Clouet said it’s more 
about contractual obligations and tradition.  He thinks it’s worth revisiting at the next meeting to 
determine the school calendar and perhaps eliminating some of the ED days. 

 
• Unfinished Business (none) 
• Meeting Adjourned 

 
 


